Ghana performs well in halving poverty 

Ghana and Vietnam are the star performers in efforts to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on cutting poverty and boosting health, a new report from a British think-tank reveals.

The Overseas Development Institute (ODI) released the report in London on Tuesday ahead of a UN summit in New York next week which aims to boost efforts to reach the goals.

Ghana had reduced hunger by nearly three-quarters -- from 34 percent to nine percent between 1990 and 2004 -- an area in which it had outperformed all other countries around the world.

According to the report, Ghana is on course to be the first African country to achieve the Millennium goal of halving rates of poverty and hunger by 2015, said the think-tank. Interventions such as fertilizer subsidies, guarantee markets administered by the National Food Buffer Stock Company, tractor support, irrigation projects and agric mechanization service centers across the country have substantially increased production. In 2009 rice production went up by 30%, whiles maize production went up by 10%.

The report is a boost to Ghana coming just a few days to the 66th session of the United Nations to be held in New York which is expected to hold a high level side-event organized by the UN Regional Commissions on the theme: "The Millennium Development Goals: A Decade of Achievements and Challenges at the Regional Level" on Monday, 20 September 2010.
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